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THE TERRIBLE 


Bikal is the original 'He-Who-Must-Not-Be-Named'. The best way to 
ward off Bikal the Terrible is to avoid taking his name. The word 
Bikal inspires such fear and awe that even a tiger gets scared of Bikal 
and tamely allows himself to be fooled by two daredevils. This is a 
delightful folktale from Madhya Pradesh. 


EPICS & MYTHOLOGY INDIAN CLASSICS BRAVEHEARTS 


Buy online at www.amarchitrakatha.com 


‘Amor Chitra Kathas are a glorious tribute to India's rich cultural heritage. These books 
have been an integral part of my children's early years, as they have been for many 
other families across India Comics are a great way of reaching out to children, inculcat¬ 
ing reading habits and driving their quest to learn more about our roots." 

- NARAYAN MURTHY, CHIEF MENTOR, INFOSYS 




BIKAL 






THE 


TERRIBLE 


A 






THE TALE OF A FRIGHTENED TIGER 


/ 




•i 




w 


a 


CHOICE 
OF FRIENDS 






TALES of misers 


£ 


THE ADVENTURES OF 
BADDU & CHHOTU 


ZARATHUSHTRA 


HR 


tSBN 81 - 8482 - 077 -' 


788184 820775 


# AMRAPALI 


# RATNAVALI 



8 B 1 


I 

w -»■ -* i 

i 




Jjv 

W B 

W — Mm H 

J 

r 4 1 

* H 
1 


CHANDRAHASA 











































































TERRIBLE 


W/TTi 

// JJ If /A/ 4 


X 7 T* 


| /9 TIGER. OFTEN WANDERED INTO A VILLAGE NEAR THE FOREST WHERE HE LIVED 


'ONE N/GHT AS HE WAS 
PROWLING OUTSIDE A 
MERCHANT’S HOUSE — 









ry i i n rsnu 

AROUNP, EVEN 
THE BRAVEST OF 
MEN THINK TWICE 
BEFORE VENTURING 
OUT IN THE NIGH 


rr-yT’ 


N 



• •‘HE BEGAN 70 IMAGINE ALL SORTS OF 
THING S .. - -- 


WHO IS THIS 
BIKAL ? 


/95 THE TIGER WALKED AWAY 


* /> WORD USED BY THE TRIBAIS FOR THAT 
THE PROWLING TIGER. 


WHICH IS TO BE FEAREP, IN THIS CASE 


































































































































































amar chitra katha 


I'P BETTER HIPt 
SOMEWHERt 
FOR THE NIGHT 
...&UT WHERE! 


AH, 
THAT 
SHED! 




ANP CAME AWAY WITH TWO SACKS OF LOOT 


LATER THAT NIGHT , THIEVES BROKE 
INTO THE HOUSE OF THE MERCHANT 


THIS SACK weighs 

MORE THAN A TON * 
WE’VE GOT MORE 

THAN WE ekpectep 


WE SHOULD 
HAVE BROUGHT 
A CART ALONG 
. WITH US. 


WE MIGHT N 
find ONE in v 

THAT SHED. 1 
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\ v 

\ W 
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HO ORPJNARY 
MAN WOULP PARE 
TREAT ME 50. MY 
WORST FEARS 
HAVE COME 1 
^ TRUE t KM 


m I AM IN THE 
CLUTCHES OF THE 
TERRIBLE BIKAL 
AND HIS FRIEND5! 


’ OOOOH; 
THE LOAD IS 
HEAVY. BUT 
| PARE NOT 
PROTEST. 


AS FOR 
ME, I WILL 
GET 

MARRIED. 


WE ARE RICH MEN 


I CAN WITH MY 
SHARE. 


' ILL BUY 
SOME LAND 
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WAS LOAPEP 0NHI53ACK 














NOW. I’LL BUY AS 
MANY GOATS AS 


r j » 
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YE5,1 WOULP LIKE 
TO BUY THE GOATS 
AS SOON A-AS — J 



F-FRIENDS, 

AM I DREAMING? 

































































































































amar chitra KATHA _ 

■■I ^ everyone will 
r laugh at ml 
tin L IF THEY COME 
( to hear of r 

N THIS. J 


\ WHAT A FOOL 1 H«vt 
IAPE of MYSELF ! THEY 
WERE JUST MEN — 
ORPINARY MEN j r-' 


JUST THEN HE SPOTTED A COWHERD 


AS HE WAS WANDERING AROUND, FEELING 
RATHER ASHAMED OF HIMSELF, THE 
BUNDLE ON H/S BACK GOT CAUGHT 
BETWEEN TWO ROCKS . - — i > L . jr 


0 COWHERP 


OOOF* NOW 
HOW PO I GET 
, OUT R 


PLEASE COME 
BACK. SOME&OPY \ 
HA5 TIEP THIS ’ 
SACK ON My BACK. 
PLEASE TAKE IT 
POWN. | SWEAR J 
l WON’T HARM A 
V YOU. >0 


DON'T 
RUN AWAY 
I WON’T 
EAT YOU 


AT**. 


rrs bikal* 
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IT’S ALL 
BECAUSE 
OF THAT 
BIKALI / 


TELL ME, HOW 
PIP THIS 
HAPPEN R > 



THE COWHERD WAS PUZZLED. b’+H, 

r -:— —r — 


BUT... BUT... YOU ARE 
A... HOW COULD 

BIKAL ... 

- ■» 







NEVER UTTER 
THAT WORP AGAIN 
PO YOU HEAR R 
I HATE THE 
SOUNP OF IT. 






r A 










y 










A ** 
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amar chitra katha 



rmuHBfiP RUSHED HO*' WITH THE LOOT. 

_ ^ w 1 KM a m • 


N't GET ANGRY- 
»LL NEVER UTTE 

.AT name again 


IF YOU PO 
I*IL COME ANP 
PEVOUR VOU- 
NOW VOU 
MAV 60. A 


WHAT A STROKE 
OF LUCK J I HAVE 
SUPPENLV | 

become A 
rich man ! A 




... ANP MARRIED Eh AO WAT I, THE MOST 
INTELLIGENT , HARD-WORKING GIRL IN THE 

VILLAGE • 1—7? 17 


AS SHAMBHU FINISHED NARRATING THE STORY, 
THE TIGER HAPPENED TO STROLL BY. _ 


NIGHT 


SHAMBHU, HOW 
PIP YOU BECOME 
SO RICH ? 


I IT'S A LONG 
STORY, BHAGO 

there WAS 

.THIS BIKAL... 
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IT'S THE COWHERP 
WHO HELPEP ME! 
I'LL GO ANP 
MEET HIM. Jk 


SHAM&HU, I FEEL 
LIKE GOING TO MY 
PARENT’S HOUSE. 




I WON T 
SPARE HIM 
i NOW. , 


AREN’T YOU 
AFRAIP OF 
BIKAL ? 


GRR-RRR! 

HE HAS UTTEREP 
THE FORBIPPEN 
WORP. i 


LATER THAT NIGHT THE TIGER CREPT INTO THE 
HOUSE ... --- - 


LET'S GoN, 

tomorrow 

MORNING, 
BHAGO. > 


OH, ALL 
RIGHT. 


I«|§ 

A' 

W \ 1 

1 f 

w 

m 
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amar CHITRA katha 


... STEALTHILY UFTEP 
SHAMBHU ... \ 


THE SLEEPING 


.../)NO LEFT WITHOUT 
BHA GW ATI. 


DISTURBING 



QW\ WHERE 
AM I ? WHAT 
HAPPENED? 


HE CARRIED THE COWHERD TO THE 
FOREST. THERE, HE THREW HIM DOWN 
WITH A THUD. 


— 






WAIT 1 EAT ME EV 
ALL MEANS BUT IN 
THE MORNING. 




oh ! it s you... 


VES, vou BROKE 
VOUR PROMISE SO 
I AM GOING TO 
EAT WOU. f 


f 








1/ 




My FLESH N 
r IS TOUGH NOW 
BECAUSE OF THE 
COLD, BUT IT WILL 
BECOME TENDER 
AND WARM WITH 
Lthe MORNING SUN. 




A. U|, 


\JU • 
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rjuST THINK IT OVER \ 
f TO ME IT’S ALL THE SAME 
WHETHER yOU EAT ME 
NOW OR A FEW HOURS 
LATER. BUT TO VOU, 

IT WOULD MEAN A 
TASTIER MEAL. 




ALL RIGHT, 
WE’LL WAIT. 



7 I HAVE GAINED 
TIME. NOW LET'S 
HOPE BHAGO 
NOTICES MV 
ABSENCE AND 
ARRANGES FOR 


MEANWHILE BHAQWAT! HAP 
IN PEED DISCOVERED HER 
HUSBAND'S ABSENCE. 



V 
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amar CHITRA katha 



SOMETIME LATER , THE TIGER , WHO WAS 
WAITING, FOR THE SUN TO RISE, HEARD A WEIRD 

SOUND 



MUST LET HER 
KNOW I'M 
HERE. 
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THERE HE 15 J 
•••OH, THE TIGER 
15 WITH HIM TOO 


v?* ' rj 

4 

K 

r i’i r w * 

» i f r 

jki »* • 





( THE TIGER ^ 
THINKS I AM 
BIKAL I AND HE’S 
TERRIFIED* 
GOOD l I'LL PLAY 
UPON THAT I 



r WHO’S THERE? 
ARE THERE ANV 
TIGERS AROUND 
FOR ME TO EAT? 



HES LOOKING FOR 
TIGERS TO EAT I WHAT 
v SHOULD I DO > 


HOW 
SHOULD 
I KNOW? 


• «JW 


13 























































































































amar chitra katha 


B WJ771 



WELL... I’LL TRV. 
JUST LIE DOWN 
ANP KEEP 
STILL. 


^SPEAK UP! HAVE * 
VOU SEEN ANV 
TIGER5 WHICH 
I CAN EAT P 



NO,THERE 
AREN’T ANV 
HERE.60 
AWAV 1 





Jr?) J/i 
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AS SHAM&HU HE SIT ATEP 





THE COWHERp HIT THE TIGER GEN TL V ON 
THE HEAP. THEN 


HARDER 

MER6LV 


IT 


HIT 


15 


IF 


IT 


OF 


PILE 


A 


CLOTHES 


/ 


* 




/ VES. HIT A 
LITTLE HARDER 
OTHERWISE... 



THIS WENT ON FOR A WHILE 


HARDER ! 

harder! 


VES, A 
LITTLE 
HARDER 



* 


LEAVING THE WOUNDEP TIGER TO ITS 
FATE THE CLEVER COUPLE HAPPILY 
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TIGER-TAMER 


amar chitra katha--- 

po A SPOT OP »0R« but ALL THE 

™me hpppssbo thosb * h 0 p ' d : - 

HERE -fHEV 
COME NOW. 
GET REAPV 




TWO MISCHIEVOUS BOVS ONCE L oj " 

oL' x 


lived in a village. 



BIKAL THE TERRIBLE 





I’LL BEAT 
HOUR BRAINS 
OUT t 



A 






*ir j&sw 




AJJ* 


>y • r 


WHEN THEY WERE NOT SHOO 
AT WATERPOTS THEY WOULD 
SHOOTING AT CHICKENS . 

ms 





W 






t 


ONE PAY 


flET'S PRIVE 
THOSE GOATS 




t 































































































































































































THOSE B OHS ARE 
PRIVIN6 AWAV M 
GOATSi 


MV GOAT 5 
MV GOAT5 


THEV ARE 

BECOMING &OLPER. 
. ANP BOLDER. ^ 
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LET’5 CATCH THEM 
ANP GIVE THEM 
A GOOD THRASHING. 
COME ON ! 




THE BOVS ABANDONEP THE GOATS ANP 
TOOK OFF IN ANOTHER, direction . 


THEV RE 
COMING AFTER 
US. RUN » 


r* 


w * 


FOLLOW ME f 




- 


im 
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BIKAL THE TERRIBLE 



AFTER THEM’ 


WE SHOULDN’T 
LET THEM GO 
THI5 TIME’ 


^vvJP 


BUT THE BOVS OUTRAN j | - * • ANP KEPT RUNNING TILL THEV 
THE VILLAGERS ... i REACHED THE SAFETY OF THE 



THERE, EXHAUSTED, THEY 

threw themselves on 
the ground . _ 


PHEW’ 


WHEN THEY HAD 
RECOVERED THEIR 
BREATH SOMEWHAT 


VOU ARE. RIGHT. IT'LL 
TAKE SOME PA VS FOR 
THOSE PEOPLE- TO 
COOL POWN•• • IF AT 
ALL THEV PO 
COOL POWN. 
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amar chitra katha 



they walksp on and on, then 

DEAD... ra-r-1 —r r, i - 


SO THE BOWS WENT PEEPER. INTO 

the jungle . rrmn WfTBB ■ ? 


...FOR SEATED IN THE MIDDLE OF 
THEIR PATH WAS AN ENORMOUS 
TIGER, rmi Till !»■■! H ■ ■ I ■ 


THE YOUNGER BOW SUDDENLY DARTED FORWARD 


..■THREW HIMSELF 
BACK... I - 


CATCHING HOLD OF THE ANIMAL'S EARS 
HIQ HEAD DOWN . AT THE SAME TIME 
OER BOY GRABBED HIS TAIL . nr-r-TT 


BIKAL THE TERRIBLE 



THE TIGER WAS STARTLED OUT OF 
HIS WITS . f--- 


W-WHO ARE 
VOU ? WHAT 90 
YOU WANT 
WITH ME ? v 


WE ARE 

TIGER- 

HUNTERS 


arrgh ! what’s 

HAPPENING? 
WHO HAS 
CAUGHT ME? 


WE NEEP A 
TIGER TO PULL 
OUR PLOUGH. 


THERE MUST ^ 
BE SOME MISTAKE 
WHAT YOU NEEP 
.ISA PAIR OF 

V Bullocks. A 


r YOU USE 
TIGERS TO 
PULL VOUR 


PLOUGH I A 


r WHEN YOU T* 
PLOUGH WITH \ 
BULLOCKS ^ 

YOU GET ONLV \ 
RICE AND I 

SUCH CROPS-V 


...BUT WHEN 
YOU PLOUGH WITH 
TIGERS VOU GET 
GOLP ANP jflPH 

Vsilver. 


WE HAVE ALREAPV 
CAUGHT ONE TIGER 
YOU ARE THE 
V SECONp ONE. 


IS-15 
THAT SO? 


THIS IS 
TERRIBLE 
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AMARCHITRAKATHA 




what shall I VO? 

IF I VO ESCAPE, I’LL 
FEEP A POZEN 
TIGERS| OH | IF ONLY 

-v 1 could... J 


* C H 

A nasty-looking 

FELLOW what 

chance have 






BIKAL THE TERRIBLE 





LOOK FRIENP5, IF 
IT’5 GOLD ANP SILVER 
YOU ARE AFTER, 

I CAN GIVE YOU 
HEAPS OF IT. 


Ptf 





r 1 HAVE KILLEP ANP 
EATEN SEVERAL PRINCES 
AND KINGS IN MY LIFETIME 
ANP ALL THEIR GOLp IS 
LYING AROUND IN MY 
k CAVE. I’LL BRING IT / 

IV FOR YOU . 




YES,HOW 
PO WE 
KNOW ? 


COME WITH ME 
TO MY CAVE 
IF YOU DON'T 
BELIEVE ME. 
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THE TIGER., TREMBLING WITH 
BOVS TO HIS CAVE. TTH JT 




THIS IS WHERE 
I LIVE. NOW 
PLEASE LET ME 


IF THEV THINK I AM 
GOING TO WAIT FOR 
THEM, THEV ARE 
V . MISTAKEN. _ 




" 0 J IL L HE LEFT THE CAVE ANP THE BOVS FAR 

f t, t ^ VSIJ* THAT WAS A NARROW 
yl \V A > ESCAPE | BUT FOR. MV 

( j \ % ( QUICK THINKING I WOULP 

L 7 HAVE ENPEP UP VOKEP 

». A * -SV TO A PLOUGH FOR THE 

k llllLtk -I .IV REST OF MV LIFE- >1 


BIKAL THE TERRIBLE 




...BNP WENT TO INVITE HIS FRIENDS 




NECKLACES 
ARMLETS! 
CROWNS! 


j MEANWHILE 
INSIDE HIS CAVE 


HE WAS NOT 
EXAGGERATING 
ABOUT THE 
^ WEALTH HERE 


'i 


T-'J 5~fc C 



[ THE two BOVS GATHERED TOGETHER ALL 
THE ORNAMENTS LV/NG IN AND AROUND 
THE CAVE ... 


...and not FINDING THE TIGER OUTSIDE ... 





































































































































































































AS THEY WALKED ON 


I DON'T 
KNOW. 


amar chitra katha 


ARE WE GOING 
TOWARDS THE 
VILLAGE OR AWAV 
. FROM IT P 





TEN- 
TWELVE- 
THIRTEEN 
OF THEM 


LET'S 
CLIMB UP 
THAT TREE 


I THINK WE ARE 
LOST. TRY TO REMEMBER 
WHICH WAY WE CAME... 
WHAT ARE YOU 
STARING AT P 












{T4 
r* 












W'\ 


BIKAL THE TERRIBLE 




...BUT THE OTHER WAS A LITTLE SLOW 
AND HE WAS STILL HALE-WAV UP THE 
TRUNK WHEN THE TIGERS CAME 
INTO view. \ am VHE —- M 


r I’D BETTER 
STAY WHERE I AM 
IF I MOVE, IT’LL 
ATTRACT THEIR 
ATTENTION. 


sr± / HERE IS THE 
( SAMBHAR, MY 
) FRIENDS. 


/ WE'LL DRAG 
i IT TO THAT 
k TREE AND EAT 
V IT THERE. . 
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THE TIGERS AIR PE THEMSELVES 
COMFORTABLE UNDER THE TREE. THEN 
THE OLDEST AMONG THEM TURNED TO 
THE HOST. 1- ^- 

- 7- KCW BEFORE 

/ WE START, PLEASE 
I TELL US WHY YOU 
ARE FEASTING US-X^' 


LET'S SAY, 
IT'S TO 
CELEBRATE 
MV .NARROW 
. ESCAPE. 


ER... 

WELL 


NARROW 
ESCAPE ? 


VES. THIS AFTER¬ 
NOON I WAS SEIZED 
BY TWO MONSTERS. 
SUCH FIENDISH 
CREATURES YOU 
COULD NEVER 
. HAVE SEEN 

Nv before \ A 


i 


BIKALTHE TERRIBLE 



r GRAB THE 
OLD TIGER I DON’T 
LET HIM GET 
AWAY I y 


IT’S 

THEM! 


eh. 




K 


rf HOW DIP \ f I USED 

( YOU ESCAPE ? J (MY BRAINS- 


I SAID TO 
THEM...M 


n 


y 


• • 


f' 




GOD? 


OH 


MY 


•• 




Bv 

H^\ 






„ * 


MY FRIENDS, IT'S 
THOSE TWO MONSTERS 
I WAS TELLING YOU 
V ABOUT! 


grab 

HIM f 


/• 
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SHAKEN TO THE CORE, THE 
TIGERS LEAPED OVER EACH 
OTHER AND FLED IN TERROR 



50 LET'S GO 
/ SACK HOME . THOSE 

PEOPLE are sore to 

FORGIVE US WHEN 
THEY HEAR ABOUT 
OUR ADVENTURE 

L AND SEE WHAT WE 
X HAVE IN OUR i 
BUNDLE. 


GOOD THINKING, 
BROTHER. I THOUGHT 
IT WAS THE END 
FOR ME. 








* U i 


ANYWAV , WHILE I WAS 
UP THERE I SAW THE 
ROUTE WE SHOULD 
TAKE TO GET BACK 
TO OUR VILLAGE. 




iti 1 


*» • 




rm apT ere nqcj-) 



It brought Ramayana to the masses 
























































































